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December 19 —Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year C) 
 

Elizabeth’s response to the visit of her young kinswoman is quite remarkable. 

She can have had no way of knowing what had happened to Mary, but she 

receives a sudden intuition from God and is ‘filled with the Holy Spirit’. 

Elizabeth and the child she carries both recognise and respond to an  

in-breaking of God’s action in human history. The revelation to Elizabeth is 

even more profound when we realise that she rejoices not only because Mary 

is carrying the long-awaited saviour, but also because she sees that Mary’s 

blessedness is a direct result of her faith. ‘Blessed is she who believed that the 

promise made to her by the Lord would be fulfilled.’ It is Mary’s willing  

acceptance of the role God chose for her that has resulted in her being blessed among women. (The Summit) 
 

IV Domenica di Avvento (Anno C)  
 

Oggi il vangelo ci rivela come si sono realizzati la venuta del Messia e il mistero della redenzione che essa 

contiene. La persona di Maria, la sua fede, il suo “sì”, la sua maternità, sono le vie scelte da Dio per fare 

visita ai suoi e portare la salvezza a tutti gli uomini. Il centro dell’avvenimento evangelico di questo giorno si 

sviluppa, dunque, attorno a Maria: lei è la più profonda e più radicale via dell’Avvento. Si capisce la ragione 

della visita a sua cugina Elisabetta nel messaggio dell’angelo (Lc 1,36). Ella si dirige rapidamente verso il 

villaggio in Giudea, perché la grazia ricevuta da sua cugina Elisabetta, che diventerà mamma, la riempie di 

gioia. Il suo saluto ha un effetto meraviglioso su Elisabetta e sul bambino. Tutti e due si impregnano di 

Spirito Santo. Elisabetta sente il bambino sussultare dentro di sé, come fece tempo prima Davide davanti 

all’arca dell’Alleanza, durante il suo viaggio a Gerusalemme (2Sam 6,1-11). Maria è la nuova arca  

dell’Alleanza, davanti alla quale il bambino esprime la sua gioia. Dal bambino l’azione dello Spirito è  

trasmessa anche ad Elisabetta, cosa che la conduce a riconoscere la Madre del suo Signore. Sotto  

l’ispirazione dello Spirito, conosce il mistero del messaggio dell’angelo a sua cugina Maria, e la riconosce 

“felice” in ragione della fede con la quale ella l’ha ricevuto. La testimonianza di Elisabetta è la più antica 

testimonianza della venerazione della prima Chiesa per la Madre del Salvatore. (lachiesa.it) 

Christmas mass times 
 
Thursday 23rd December: 6.00 pm: Penitential Service and Sacrament of Reconciliation 
(English and Italian) 
 
Friday 24th December: 7.00 pm: Christmas Eve Family mass 
9.00 pm: Syro-Malabar Mass 
11.30: Carols followed by Midnight Mass 
 
Saturday 25th December: 9.00 am:  
10.30 am: Italian mass 

 

QR check is required at all masses 

St. Matthew's Parish is committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and  

vulnerable adults.  

Fr. Frank Buhagiar’s 50th anniversary 

mass 

 
We invite you to please join us for a mass for  

Fr Frank  Buhagiar—who is celebrating his 

50th anniversary as a priest. At our special  

celebration we will give thanks for the many 

years of faithful and dedicated service that he 

has given not only to St. Matthew's - but to 

the wider Archdiocese of Melbourne. Father 

Frank will be in attendance at the 10.30 mass 

on Sunday the 19th of December. Father 

Frank was Assistant Priest at St. Matthew’s 

Parish from December, 1972 until 1976.  

Refreshments will be held after the mass in 

the Parish Hall. 

 

The sick in our parish: Teresa & Con Lamonaca, Nola, John Markis, Elda Taranto, Panfilo Ambrosini,  

Carmela Renda, Lorraine, Patricia, David, Vanessa Borg, Peta Wright, Herrmann Family, Adam,  

Helen Rakuscek, Bob Brown, Rina Carfi, Angela Barto, Patrick Brennan, Maria Saracino, Rommel Montano, 

Leonora Aquino Morales, Sonia Taranto 

  

Upcoming funerals:  Michelina Bocale, (Tuesday, December 21, (11 am) 

 

Recently deceased: Rosetta Petruccelli, Paolo Di Falco, Rosa Curcio, Francesca Perri, Lucia Vocale,  

Maureen Flood, Quinino D’Alessandro, Carmela Paterno, Michelina Bocale, Francesco Butera 

 

Anniversaries: Bartolo Natoli, Giovanni Cilia, Efilia Salvatore, Salvatore Beltempo, Michele Malarbi, 

Peppino and Bellina Butera, Giovanni and Gemma Butera, Conchita Culas, Ferdinando Dibella, 

Marija and Svetko Masina, Ivan and Maria Sankovic, Vincenzo DiCurzio, Fortunato Renda,  

Carmela Muraca, Santo Butera, Francesco, Antonio, Fiore, Pietro, Concetta Mete, Michele Malarbi. 

 

We especially pray for all the deceased St. Matthews parishioners, those whose names are on the 
Church pews & the Resurrection Chapel.  

 

Mass times 

 
Weekday: 

Tuesday-Friday 9.30 am 

 

Novena mass: Wednesday 7.00 pm  

  

Weekend: 

Saturday Vigil mass 5.30 pm 

 

Sunday 9.00 am 

Sunday 10.30 (Italian mass) 

 

QR check in is required at all masses 

Rosters for weekend masses (Dec. 24/25)
Lectors:  

Saturday 5.30 pm: J. Butera 

 

Sunday 9.00 am: L. Iaria 

Sunday 10.30 am : G. Gamberale 

 

Bus driver: B. Tajhano 

The electronic version of the Parish bulletin is available on the Parish website @               

http://stmatthewsparish.org.au/ 


