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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

 GREATNESS  
THROUGH SERVICE

James and John were two especially 
privileged disciples. Called on the first 
day of Jesus’ ministry with Peter and 
Andrew, they were special witnesses to 
the raising of Jairus’ daughter and to the 
Transfiguration. While the other disciples 
knew this, they were not prepared for 
their audacious and ambitious request 
to share in Jesus’ reign. Jesus had no 
sooner predicted, for the second time, the 
fate that awaited him in Jerusalem than 
they revealed their complete failure to 
comprehend Jesus’ message. Their request 
unmasked their ambition   and desire 
for power. Service and giving oneself 
for others are to be the hallmark of the 
Christian community, and the manner in 
which greatness is to be expressed. Like 
the suffering servant of Isaiah who takes 
on the punishment which is due to others 
Jesus will give his life so that others might 
live. This is what is required of those 
who would be leaders in the Christian 
community.
In speaking of Jesus as the great and 
eternal high priest there was the danger 
that early Christians would then feel in 
some way distant from the one who had 
saved them. The letter to the Hebrews 
makes the point that even though Jesus’ 
death and resurrection have brought 
him into the highest heaven he has not 
lost sight of the people. That Jesus was 
without sin does not mean that he does 
not understand our human situation. He 
has shared our human experience and is 
therefore able to mediate on our behalf 
with mercy and grace.
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A SERVANT LEADERSHIP. Some people use their authority to oppress others and 
win glory for themselves. They make their authority felt. Good leaders exercise their 
authority lightly, using it to help people live and work together. In today’s Gospel Jesus 
describes his authority in terms of service and self-sacrifice: he ‘came not to be served 
but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.’ How do we exercise authority 
within our family, workplace, society and Church?

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE  ANTIPHON cf. Ps 16:6, 8

To you I call; for you will surely heed 
me, O God; turn your ear to me; hear my 
words. Guard me as the apple of your 
eye; in the shadow of your wings protect 
me.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. Lord Jesus, you are the image of the 
unseen God: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. Your are the first born of all creation: 
Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
P. You are the head of the body, the Church: 
Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on 
earth peace to people of good will. / 
We praise you, / we bless you, / we 
adore you, / we glorify you, / we give 
you thanks for your great glory, / Lord 
God, heavenly King, / O God, almighty 
Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only 
Begotten Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of the Father, / you take away the 
sins of the world, / have mercy on us; / 
you take away the sins of the world, / 
receive our prayer; / you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father, / have mercy on 
us. / For you alone are the Holy One, / 
you alone are the Lord, / you alone are 
the Most High, / Jesus Christ, / with the 
Holy Spirit, / in the glory of God the 
Father. / Amen.

COLLECT
P. Almighty ever-living God, grant that we 
may always conform our will to yours and 
serve your majesty in sincerity of heart. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING Isa 53:10-11

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
If he offers his life in atonement, he shall see his 
heirs and have long life.

The Lord has been pleased to crush his 
servant with suffering.

If he offers his life in atonement,
he shall see his heirs, he shall have a long life
and through him what the Lord wishes will 

be done.

His soul’s anguish over
he shall see the light and be content.
By his sufferings shall my servant justify 

many,
taking their faults on himself.

 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM Ps 32:4-5, 18-20, 22. R. v. 22

R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, 
as we place our trust in you.
1. The word of the Lord. is faithful / and 
all his works to be trusted. / The Lord loves 
justice and right / and fills the earth with his 
love. R.
2. The Lord looks on those who revere 
him, / on those who hope in his love, / to 
rescue their souls from death, / to keep them 
alive in famine. R.
3. Our soul is waiting for the Lord. / The 
Lord is our help and our shield. / May your 
love be upon us, O Lord, / as we place all our 
hope in you. R.

SECOND READING Heb 4:14-16

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
Let us be confident in approaching the throne of 
grace.

Since in Jesus, the Son of God, we have the 
supreme high priest who has gone through to 
the highest heaven, we must never let go of 

the faith that we have professed. For it is not 
as if we had a high priest who was incapable 
of feeling our weaknesses with us; but we 
have one who has been tempted in every way 
that we are, though he is without sin. Let us 
be confident, then in approaching the throne 
of grace, that we shall have mercy from him 
and find grace when we are in need of help.

 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mk 10:45 

Alleluia, alleluia!
The Son of Man came to serve
and to give his life as a ransom for all.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mk 10:35-45
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Mark.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
The Son of Man came to give his life as a 
ransom for all.

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
approached Jesus. ‘Master,’ they said to him, 
‘we want you to do us a favour.’ He said 
to them, ‘What is it you want me to do for 
you?’ They said to him, ‘Allow us to sit one 
at your right hand and the other at your left 
in your glory.’ ‘You do not know what you 
are asking’ Jesus said to them. ‘Can you drink 
the cup that I must drink, or be baptised with 
the baptism with which I must be baptised?’ 
They replied, ‘We can.’ Jesus said to them, 
‘The cup that I must drink you shall drink, 

and with the baptism with which I must be 
baptised you shall be baptised, but as for 
seats at my right hand or my left, these are 
not mine to grant; they belong to those to 
whom they have been allotted.’

 When the other ten heard this they began 
to feel indignant with James and John, so 
Jesus called them to him and said to them, 
‘You know that among the pagans their so-
called rulers lord it over them, and their great 
men make their authority felt. This is not to 
happen among you. No; anyone who wants 
to become great among you must be your 
servant, and anyone who wants to be first 
among you must be slave to all. For the Son 
of Man himself did not come to be served but 
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many.

 The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from the 
dead; / he ascended into heaven, / and 
is seated at the right hand of God the 
Father almighty; / from there he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. /  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the holy 
catholic Church, / the communion of 
saints, / the forgiveness of sins, / the 
resurrection of the body, / and life 
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. Grant us, Lord, we pray,
a sincere respect for your gifts,
that, through the purifying action of your 

grace,
we may be cleansed by the very mysteries we 

serve.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-VIII OF THE SUNDAYS  
IN ORDINARY TIME
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection  
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON cf. Ps 32:18-19

Behold, the eyes of the Lord
are on those who fear him,
who hope in his merciful love,
to rescue their souls from death,
to keep them alive in famine.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. Grant, O Lord, we pray, that, benefiting 
from participation in heavenly things, we 
may be helped by what you give in this 
present age and prepared for the gifts that 
are eternal. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.
R. Thanks be to God.
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