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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

CALLED TO RELATIONSHIP
Given the context in which we live where 
the breakdown of marriage is an ever 
increasing and painful reality, the readings 
for today call for us to examine anew the 
Christian foundations for marriage. The 
first reading in speaking of Adam’s search 
for a helpmate and companion poignantly 
brings into relief the deep seated sense 
of incompleteness which is a part of the 
experience of each of us. The underlying 
truth is that it is by being in relationship 
with another, or others, that we can 
become most fully ourselves.

Jesus’ authority as a teacher was being 
sorely tested by his opponents and they 
used the question of divorce as a means 
to discredit him. Without denying 
the authority of Moses Jesus takes his 
opponents back to the story of creation 
in order to show the dignity and purpose 
of marriage. There is no doubt that Jesus 
speaks powerfully regarding the value of 
marriage, but it is also critical to note that 
Jesus’ reply does not pretend to cover all 
the situations that can befall a marriage, 
nor how to respond to them.

From now until the end of the year 
we will be following the letter to the 
Hebrews and paying particular attention 
to its reflection on the person of Jesus 
and his relationship to God and to us. 
Some of the images used in the letter are 
unfamiliar, and so it’s important that the 
modern reader appreciate the belief that 
underpins them – that Jesus has shared 
in our experience, and so is able to be our 
leader and representative before God.

Christopher Monaghan Cp

ONE BODY. As we hear Jesus proclaim the basic oneness of husband and wife in 
marriage, a oneness with which no human agency, not even the law of Moses, can 
interfere, we rejoice in the many couples who have grown closer together through 
the ups and downs of their married life. We also have compassion for those who have 
experienced the trauma and distress of a marriage break-up. May all find support and 
guidance within the Church community.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON cf. Esth 4:17

Within your will, O Lord, all things are 
established, and there is none that can 
resist your will. For you have made all 
things, the heaven and the earth, and all 
that is held within the circle of heaven; 
you are the Lord of all.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. You were sent to heal the contrite of 
heart: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. You came to call sinners: Christ, have 
mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.
You are seated at the right hand of the 
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on 
earth peace to people of good will. / 
We praise you, / we bless you, / we 
adore you, / we glorify you, / we give 
you thanks for your great glory, / Lord 
God, heavenly King, / O God, almighty 
Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only 
Begotten Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of the Father, / you take away the 
sins of the world, / have mercy on us; / 
you take away the sins of the world, / 
receive our prayer; / you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father, / have mercy on 
us. / For you alone are the Holy One, / 
you alone are the Lord, / you alone are 

the Most High, / Jesus Christ, / with the 
Holy Spirit, / in the glory of God the 
Father. / Amen.

COLLECT
P. Almighty ever-living God, who in the 
abundance of your kindness surpass the 
merits and the desires of those who entreat 
you, pour out your mercy upon us to pardon 
what conscience dreads and to give what 
prayer does not dare to ask. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING Gen 2:18-24

A reading from the book of Genesis.
They were two in one flesh.
The Lord God said, ‘It is not good that the 
man should be alone. I will make him a 
helpmate.’ So from the soil the Lord God 
fashioned all the wild beasts and all the birds 
of heaven. These he brought to the man to 
see what he would call them; each one was 
to bear the name the man would give it. The 
man gave names to all the cattle, all the birds 
of heaven and all the wild beasts. But no 
helpmate suitable for man was found for him. 
So the Lord God made the man fall into a 
deep sleep. And while he slept, he took one 
of his ribs and enclosed it in flesh. The Lord 
built the rib he had taken from the man into 
a woman, and brought her to the man. The 
man exclaimed:

 ‘This at last is bone from my bones,
 and flesh from my flesh!
 This is to be called woman,
 for this was taken from man.’

 This is why a man leaves his father and 
mother and joins himself to his wife, and they 
become one body.

 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 127. R. v. 5

R. May the Lord bless us all the days of 
our lives.
1. O blessed are those who fear the Lord / 
and walk in his ways! / By the labour of your 
hands you shall eat. / You will be happy and 
prosper. R.

2. Your wife will be like a fruitful vine / in 
the heart of your house; / your children like 
shoots of the olive, / around your table. R.
3. Indeed thus shall be blessed / the man 
who fears the Lord. / May the Lord bless 
you from Zion / in a happy Jerusalem / all 
the days of your life! / May you see your 
children’s children. / On Israel, peace! R.

SECOND READING Heb 2:9-11

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.
He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified 
have the same origin.

We see in Jesus one who was for a short 
while made lower than the angels and is now 
crowned with glory and splendour because he 
submitted to death; by God’s grace he had to 
experience death for all mankind.
 As it was his purpose to bring a great many 
of his sons into glory, it was appropriate that 
God, for whom everything exists and through 
whom everything exists, should make perfect, 
through suffering, the leader who would take 
them to their salvation. For the one who 
sanctifies, and the ones who are sanctified, 
are of the same stock; that is why he openly 
calls them brothers.
 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 1 Jn 4:12 

Alleluia, alleluia!
If we love one another,
God will live in us in perfect love.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mk 10:2-16

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Mark.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
What God has joined together, no one must 
divide.

Some Pharisees approached Jesus and asked, 
‘Is it against the law for a man to divorce his 
wife?’ They were testing him. He answered 
them, ‘What did Moses command you?’ 
‘Moses allowed us’ they said ‘to draw up a 
writ of dismissal and so to divorce.’ Then 
Jesus said to them, ‘It was because you were so 
unteachable that he wrote this commandment 
for you. But from the beginning of creation 
God made them male and female. This is 
why a man must leave father and mother, 
and the two become one body. They are no 
longer two, therefore, but one body. So then, 
what God has united, man must not divide.’ 
Back in the house the disciples questioned 
him again about this, and he said to them, 
‘The man who divorces his wife and marries 
another is guilty of adultery against her. And 
if a woman divorces her husband and marries 
another she is guilty of adultery too.’

 People were bringing little children to him, 
for him to touch them. The disciples turned 
them away, but when Jesus saw this he was 
indignant and said to them, ‘Let the little 
children come to me; do not stop them; for it 
is to such as these that the kingdom of God 
belongs. I tell you solemnly, anyone who does 
not welcome the kingdom of God like a little 
child will never enter it.’ Then he put his 
arms round them, laid his hands on them and 
gave them his blessing.

 The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; / he ascended into heaven, / 
and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty; / from there he 
will come to judge the living and the 
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the 
holy catholic Church, / the communion 
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, / 
the resurrection of the body, / and life 
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. Accept, O Lord, we pray,
the sacrifices instituted by your commands
and, through the sacred mysteries,
which we celebrate with dutiful service,
graciously complete the sanctifying work
by which you are pleased to redeem us.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-VIII OF THE SUNDAYS  
IN ORDINARY TIME
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection  
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Lam 3:25

The Lord is good to those who hope in 
him, to the soul that seeks him.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. Grant us, almighty God,
that we may be refreshed and nourished
by the Sacrament which we have received,

so as to be transformed into what we 
consume.

Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.
R. Thanks be to God.
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