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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

SPIRITUAL AUTHORITY  
AND GENEROSITY

The proper use of spiritual authority is 
treated in today’s readings where both 
Israel’s elders and Jesus’ disciples are 
called to generosity of spirit. The elders 
have had a brief taste of sharing in Moses’ 
prophetic ministry but it has passed. 
Upset by the fact that Eldad and Medad 
are prophesying when they cannot, leads 
them to ask Moses to intervene.
The scenario is somewhat different for 
the disciples but both the elders and the 
disciples saw themselves as sharing in the 
power and authority of Moses and Jesus 
respectively. Neither group took lightly 
the fact that others might have been 
able to share in this without reference to 
them. The issue for Jesus and for Moses 
is not who exercises spiritual authority 
but what they achieve by it. The disciples 
are challenged to look deeper into the 
matter, and into their own hearts, to see 
that their primary concern should be that 
of making sure that the word is preached 
to the little ones. Furthermore, they are 
strongly challenged to make sure they do 
not become the means by which others 
are led to lose their faith by their own 
poor example.
The elders and disciples were called to 
have open and generous hearts on the 
question of who can exercise spiritual 
authority. James calls us to being generous 
and just in the matter of the use of our 
material resources. The letter has been 
insistent in confronting us with any lack 
of consistency between what we profess 
and how we act, particularly towards 
those who are disadvantaged.
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OPEN TO THE SPIRIT’S WORKINGS! The Spirit of God is present and active in the 
world. Wherever we see good we know that God’s Spirit is at work. The Spirit works in 
surprising ways. It is sometimes through the least important member of a community 
that the Spirit speaks. May bigotry and prejudice never blind us to the workings of 
God in our Church and in our world.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
 Dan 3:31, 29, 30, 43, 42

All that you have done to us, O Lord, you 
have done with true judgement, for we 
have sinned against you and not obeyed 
your commandments. But give glory to 
your name and deal with us according to 
the bounty of your mercy.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
All: I confess to almighty God and to 
you, my brothers and sisters, that I have 
greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my 
words, in what I have done and in what 
I have failed to do, (striking the breast) 
through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault; therefore 
I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the 
Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers 
and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord 
our God.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.
V.  Lord, have mercy.
R.  Lord, have mercy.
V.  Christ, have mercy.
R.  Christ, have mercy.
V.  Lord, have mercy.
R.  Lord, have mercy.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on 
earth peace to people of good will. / 
We praise you, / we bless you, / we 
adore you, / we glorify you, / we give 
you thanks for your great glory, / Lord 
God, heavenly King, / O God, almighty 
Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only 
Begotten Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of the Father, / you take away the 

sins of the world, / have mercy on us; / 
you take away the sins of the world, / 
receive our prayer; / you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father, / have mercy on 
us. / For you alone are the Holy One, / 
you alone are the Lord, / you alone are 
the Most High, / Jesus Christ, / with the 
Holy Spirit, / in the glory of God the 
Father. / Amen.

COLLECT
P. O God, who manifest your almighty power 
above all by pardoning and showing mercy, 
bestow, we pray, your grace abundantly upon 
us and make those hastening to attain your 
promises heirs to the treasures of heaven. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING Num 11:25-29

A reading from the book of Numbers.
Are you jealous on my account? Who decrees 
that all people may prophesy?

The Lord came down in the Cloud. He spoke 
with Moses, but took some of the spirit 
that was on him and put it on the seventy 
elders. When the spirit came on them they 
prophesied, but not again.

 Two men had stayed back in the camp; 
one was called Eldad and the other Medad. 
The spirit came down on them; though they 
had not gone to the Tent, their names were 
enrolled among the rest. These began to 
prophesy in the camp. The young man ran to 
tell this to Moses, ‘Look,’ he said, ‘Eldad and 
Medad are prophesying in the camp.’ Then 
said Joshua the son of Nun, who had served 
Moses from his youth, ‘My Lord Moses, stop 
them!’ Moses answered him, ‘Are you jealous 
on my account? If only the whole people of 
the Lord were prophets, and the Lord gave his 
Spirit to them all!’

 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM Ps 18:8, 10, 12-14. R. v. 9

R. The precepts of the Lord give joy to the 
heart.
1. The law of the Lord is perfect, / it revives 
the soul. / The rule of the Lord is to be 
trusted, / it gives wisdom to the simple. R.

2. The fear of the Lord is holy, / abiding 
for ever. / The decrees of the Lord are truth / 
and all of them just. R.
3. So in them your servant finds 
instruction; / great reward is in their 
keeping. / But who can detect all his errors? / 
From hidden faults acquit me. R.
4. From presumption restrain your servant / 
and let it not rule me. / Then shall I be 
blameless, / clean from grave sin. R. 

SECOND READING James 5:1-6

A reading from the letter of St James.
Your wealth is rotting.
An answer for the rich. Start crying, weep 
for the miseries that are coming to you. Your 
wealth is all rotting, your clothes are all eaten 
up by moths. All your gold and your silver 
are corroding away, and the same corrosion 
will be your own sentence, and eat into your 
body. It was a burning fire that you stored up 
as your treasure for the last days. Labourers 
mowed your fields, and you cheated them – 
listen to the wages that you kept back, calling 
out; realise that the cries of the reapers have 
reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. On 
earth you have had a life of comfort and 
luxury; in the time of slaughter you went on 
eating to your heart’s content. It was you who 
condemned the innocent and killed them; 
they offered you no resistance.

 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION cf. Jn 17:17 

Alleluia, alleluia!
Your word, O Lord, is truth:
make us holy in the truth.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mk 9:38-43, 45, 47-48

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Mark.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
Anyone who is not against us is for us. If your 
hand should cause you to sin, cut it off.

John said to Jesus, ‘Master, we saw a man 
who is not one of us casting out devils in your 
name; and because he was not one of us we 
tried to stop him.’ But Jesus said, ‘You must 
not stop him: no one who works a miracle in 
my name is likely to speak evil of me. Anyone 
who is not against us is for us. 

 ‘If anyone gives you a cup of water to drink 
just because you belong to Christ, then I tell 
you solemnly, he will most certainly not lose 
his reward.

 ‘But anyone who is an obstacle to bring 
down one of these little ones who have faith, 
would be better thrown into the sea with a 
great millstone round his neck. And if your 
hand should cause you to sin, cut it off; it is 
better for you to enter into life crippled, than 
to have two hands and go to hell, into the 
fire that cannot be put out. And if your foot 
should cause you to sin, cut it off; it is better 
for you to enter into life lame, than to have 
two feet and be thrown into hell. And if your 
eye should cause you to sin, tear it out; it is 
better for you to enter into the kingdom of 
God with one eye, than to have two eyes and 
be thrown into hell where their worm does 
not die nor their fire go out. ’

 The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; / he ascended into heaven, / 
and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty; / from there he 
will come to judge the living and the 
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the 
holy catholic Church, / the communion 
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, / 
the resurrection of the body, / and life 
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. Grant us, O merciful God, that this our 
offering may find acceptance with you and 
that through it the wellspring of all blessing 

may be laid open before us. Through Christ 
our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-VIII OF THE SUNDAYS  
IN ORDINARY TIME
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: Save us, Saviour of the world, for by 
your Cross and Resurrection you have set 
us free.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray . . .
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy that you should 
enter under my roof, but only say the 
word and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON cf. Ps 118:49-50

Remember your word to your servant, 
O Lord, by which you have given me 
hope. This is my comfort when I am 
brought low.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. May this heavenly mystery, O Lord, restore 
us in mind and body, that we may be coheirs 
in glory with Christ, to whose suffering we are 
united whenever we proclaim his Death. Who 
lives and reigns for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.
R. Thanks be to God.
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