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BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

GOD WORKS THROUGH  
OUR WEAKNESS

It has been said that we are now living 
in a post-Christian society, where the 
Christian values that have undergirded 
our social fabric are being increasingly 
challenged. While the impact of our 
multicultural and multifaith society 
have their part to play, it is perhaps 
more helpful to consider that preaching 
the word of God has always been a 
task fraught with the danger of facing 
misunderstanding and rejection. When 
Ezekiel was sent to preach the word to the 
people of Israel he did not suffer from the 
illusion that success was certain. In fact, 
God commissioned him knowing that the 
task ahead was difficult. His task was to 
preach the word whatever the response. 

Like Ezekiel before him, Jesus faced re-
jection from his neighbours and his 
relatives. Even Jesus had to work within 
the room he was given and his healing 
ministry was limited by the disbelief he 
encountered. Mark points out that not 
even God’s Son worked miracles where 
there was no faith to request or receive 
them.

Like Jesus and Ezekiel, Paul had to come 
to terms with rejection from those close 
to him. In this case the very community 
which he had founded was divided and 
there were some who rejected him and 
resented the ways that he exercised his 
spiritual leadership and authority. As 
a means of trying to heal the rift Paul 
admits, unlike his opponents, that his 
weakness and frailty are real and yet God 
has chosen to work through them. 
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THEY WOULD NOT ACCEPT HIM. The word of God is often proclaimed by those 
whom the world considers insignificant. The prophet Ezekiel enjoyed no particular 
status among the exiles in Babylon. St Paul battled with human weakness throughout 
his life. Jesus came from lowly Nazareth. But through each of them the word of God 
was proclaimed with power. May prejudice never close our ears from hearing the truth.

INTRODUCTORY RITES

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON cf. Ps 47: 10-11

Your merciful love, O God, we have 
received in the midst of your temple.  
Your praise, O God, like your name, 
reaches the ends of the earth; your right 
hand is filled with saving justice.

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
All: I confess to almighty God and to you, 
my brothers and sisters, that I have greatly 
sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, 
in what I have done and in what I have 
failed to do, (striking the breast) through my 
fault, through my fault, through my most 
grievous fault; therefore I ask blessed Mary 
ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and 
you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for 
me to the Lord our God.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.
V.  Lord, have mercy.
R.  Lord, have mercy.
V.  Christ, have mercy.
R.  Christ, have mercy.
V.  Lord, have mercy.
R.  Lord, have mercy.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on 
earth peace to people of good will. / 
We praise you, / we bless you, / we 
adore you, / we glorify you, / we give 
you thanks for your great glory, / Lord 
God, heavenly King, / O God, almighty 
Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only 
Begotten Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of the Father, / you take away the 
sins of the world, / have mercy on us; / 
you take away the sins of the world, / 
receive our prayer; / you are seated at the 

right hand of the Father, / have mercy on 
us. / For you alone are the Holy One, / 
you alone are the Lord, / you alone are 
the Most High, / Jesus Christ, / with the 
Holy Spirit, / in the glory of God the 
Father. / Amen.

COLLECT
P. O God, who in the abasement of your 
Son have raised up a fallen world, fill your 
faithful with holy joy, for on those you have 
rescued from slavery to sin you bestow eternal 
gladness. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and 
ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING Ezek 2: 2-5

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel.
The people are rebellious; they shall know there 
will be a prophet in their midst.

The spirit came into me and made me stand 
up, and I heard the Lord speaking to me. 
He said, ‘Son of man, I am sending you to 
the Israelites, to the rebels who have turned 
against me. Till now they and their ancestors 
have been in revolt against me. The sons are 
defiant and obstinate; I am sending you to 
them, to say, “The Lord says this.” Whether 
they listen or not, this set of rebels shall know 
there is a prophet among them.’

 The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 122. R. v. 2

R. Our eyes are fixed on the Lord, 
pleading for his mercy.

1. To you have I lifted up my eyes, / you 
who dwell in the heavens:  / my eyes, like 
the eyes of slaves / on the hand of their 
lords. R.

2. Like the eyes of a servant / on the hand 
of her mistress, / so our eyes are on the Lord 
our God / till he show us mercy. R.

3. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. / 
We are filled with contempt. / Indeed all too 
full is our soul / with the scorn of the rich, / 
with the proud man’s disdain. R.

SECOND READING 2 Cor 12: 7-10
A reading from the second letter of St Paul 
to the Corinthians.
I will glory in my infirmities so that the power of 
Christ may dwell in me.

In view of the extraordinary nature of 
these revelations, to stop me from getting 
too proud I was given a thorn in the flesh, 
an angel of Satan to beat me and stop me 
from getting too proud! About this thing, I 
have pleaded with the Lord three times for 
it to leave me, but he has said, ‘My grace is 
enough for you: my power is at its best in 
weakness.’ So I shall be very happy to make 
my weaknesses my special boast so that the 
power of Christ may stay over me, and that is 
why I am quite content with my weaknesses, 
and with insults, hardships, persecutions, and 
the agonies I go through for Christ’s sake. For 
it is when I am weak that I am strong.

 The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION cf. Lk 4: 18 
Alleluia, alleluia!
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me: 
he sent me to bring Good News to the 
poor.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mk 6: 1-6
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Mark.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
A prophet is despised only in his own country.

Jesus went to his home town and his disciples 
accompanied him. With the coming of the 
sabbath he began teaching in the synagogue 
and most of them were astonished when they 
heard him. They said, ‘Where did the man 
get all this? What is this wisdom that has 
been granted him, and these miracles that are 
worked through him? This is the carpenter, 
surely, the son of Mary, the brother of James 
and Joset and Jude and Simon? His sisters, 
too, are they not here with us?’ And they 
would not accept him. And Jesus said to 
them, ‘A prophet is only despised in his own 
country among his own relations and in his 
own house’; and he could work no miracle 
there, though he cured a few sick people by 
laying his hands on them. He was amazed at 
their lack of faith.

 The Gospel of the Lord.

R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.
I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; / he ascended into heaven, / 
and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty; / from there he 
will come to judge the living and the 
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the 
holy catholic Church, / the communion 
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, / 
the resurrection of the body, / and life 
everlasting.  Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer: 

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 
name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. May this oblation dedicated to your name
purify us, O Lord,
and day by day bring our conduct 
closer to the life of heaven.
Through Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-VIII OF THE SUNDAYS IN 
ORDINARY TIME
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.

All: When we eat this Bread and drink 
this Cup, 
we proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say: 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . . 

P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray. . . 
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.

P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said. . . 
R. Amen.

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.

P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace.

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy 
that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word 
and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Ps 33: 9

Taste and see that the Lord is good;
blessed the man who seeks refuge in him.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. Grant, we pray, O Lord,
that, having been replenished by such great gifts,
we may gain the prize of salvation
and never cease to praise you.
Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R. Amen.

P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.
R. Thanks be to God.


