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Second Sunday in ordinary Time / B 17 January 2021

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD

OUR NEED FOR OTHERS
The readings for today reflect the 
dynamic nature of the life of faith. It is 
only gradually that we learn who we are 
called to be.  In this process of growth 
in understanding, others can help us to 
appreciate how God is working in our 
lives and how we are to respond.

While Samuel hears the call and responds 
to it three times, he needs the help of Eli 
to recognise the meaning of the voice that 
comes to him in the night. It is John the 
Baptist who helps Andrew to come to faith 
by pointing him in the right direction. 
For his part Peter receives the new name 
Cephas and the call to follow, but it is his 
brother Andrew who has brought him to 
Jesus and shared his understanding that 
Jesus is the Messiah.

The gradual process of learning who we 
are as Christians is reflected in Paul’s 
letter to the Corinthians. Some people 
in Corinth had come to believe that 
because they had been baptised, and 
now shared in the life of the resurrection, 
whatever they did was acceptable. They 
even saw casual sex with prostitutes as no 
impediment to life in the Spirit. While 
such an attitude may surprise us we need 
to appreciate that these early Christians, 
like Paul himself, were learning as they 
went. As a trustworthy guide Paul sets 
out to counteract this view by reminding 
them that their bodies are temples of the 
Holy Spirit and that their manner of life 
should reflect this. 
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CALLED BY  NAME. It can be hard to believe that God knows each of us by name. 
Sometimes we need the help of a wise guide, like the old priest Eli or John the Baptist, 
to help us recognise the voice of God in our life. Let us try to hear God’s personal call 
to us in this Mass and in the events of this day, a call which says in different ways, 
‘come and dwell with me, share my life’.

INTRODUCTORY RITES
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON  Ps 65: 4

All the earth shall bow down before you, 
O God, and shall sing to you, shall sing 
to your name, O Most High!

GREETING
P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.
R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT
P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us 
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare 
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
All: I confess to almighty God and to 
you, my brothers and sisters, that I have 
greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in 
my words, in what I have done and in 
what I have failed to do, (striking the 
breast) through my fault, through my 
fault, through my most grievous fault; 
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, and you, my 
brothers and sisters, to pray for me to 
the Lord our God.
P. May almighty God have mercy on 
us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.
R. Amen.
V.  Lord, have mercy.
R.  Lord, have mercy.
V.  Christ, have mercy.
R.  Christ, have mercy.
V.  Lord, have mercy.
R.  Lord, have mercy.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on 
earth peace to people of good will. / 
We praise you, / we bless you, / we 
adore you, / we glorify you, / we give 
you thanks for your great glory, / Lord 
God, heavenly King, / O God, almighty 
Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only 
Begotten Son, / Lord God, Lamb of God, 
Son of the Father, / you take away the 
sins of the world, / have mercy on us; / 
you take away the sins of the world, / 

receive our prayer; / you are seated at the 
right hand of the Father, / have mercy on 
us. / For you alone are the Holy One, / 
you alone are the Lord, / you alone are 
the Most High, / Jesus Christ, / with the 
Holy Spirit, / in the glory of God the 
Father. / Amen.

COLLECT
P. Almighty ever-living God, who govern 
all things, both in heaven and on earth, 
mercifully hear the pleading of your people 
and bestow your peace on our times. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
R. Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING  1 Sam 3: 3-10, 19

A reading from the first book of Samuel
Speak, O Lord, your servant is listening.

Samuel was lying in the sanctuary of the Lord 
where the ark of God was, when the Lord 
called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ He answered, ‘Here 
I am.’ Then he ran to Eli and said, ‘Here I 
am, since you called me.’ Eli said, ‘I did not 
call. Go back and lie down.’ So he went 
and lay down. Once again the Lord called, 
‘Samuel! Samuel!’ Samuel got up and went 
to Eli and said, ‘Here I am, since you called 
me.’ He replied, ‘I did not call you, my son; 
go back and lie down.’ Samuel had as yet no 
knowledge of the Lord and the word of the 
Lord had not yet been revealed to him. Once 
again the Lord called, the third time. He got 
up and went to Eli and said, ‘Here I am, since 
you called me.’ Eli then understood that it 
was the Lord who was calling the boy, and 
he said to Samuel, ‘Go and lie down, and if 
someone calls say, “Speak, Lord, your servant 
is listening”.’ So Samuel went and lay down 
in his place.
 The Lord then came and stood by, calling 
as he had done before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ 
Samuel answered, ‘Speak, Lord, your servant 
is listening.’
 Samuel grew up and the Lord was with him 
and let no word of his fall to the ground.
 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM Ps 39: 2, 4, 7-10. R. vv. 8, 9

R. Here I am, Lord; I come to do your 
will.
1. I waited, I waited for the Lord / and he 
stooped down to me; / he heard my cry. /  
He put a new song into my mouth, / praise 
of our God. R.
2. You do not ask for sacrifice and 
offerings, / but an open ear. / You do not 
ask for holocaust and victim. / Instead, here 
am I. R.
3 In the scroll of the book it stands 
written / that I should do your will. / My God, 
I delight in your law / in the depth of my 
heart. R.
4. Your justice I have proclaimed / in 
the great assembly. / My lips I have not 
sealed; / you know it, O Lord. R.

SECOND READING 1 Cor 6: 13-15, 17-20

A reading from the first letter of St Paul 
to the Corinthians
Your bodies are members of the body of Christ.

The body is not meant for fornication; it is 
for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. God 
who raised the Lord from the dead, will by his 
power raise us up too.
 You know, surely, that your bodies are 
members making up the body of Christ; 
anyone who is joined to the Lord is one spirit 
with him.
 Keep away from fornication. All the other 
sins are committed outside the body; but to 
fornicate is to sin against your own body. Your 
body, you know, is the temple of the Holy 
Spirit, who is in you since you received him 
from God. You are not your own property; 
you have been bought and paid for. That is 
why you should use your body for the glory 
of God.
 The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Jn 1: 41, 17 

Alleluia, alleluia! / We have found the 
Messiah: / Jesus Christ, who brings us 
truth and grace. / Alleluia!

GOSPEL Jn 1: 35-42

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to John.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
They saw where Jesus lived and they stayed 
with him.

As John stood with two of his disciples, Jesus 
passed, and John stared hard at him and said, 
‘Look, there is the lamb of God.’ Hearing 
this, the two disciples followed Jesus. Jesus 
turned round, saw them following and said, 
‘What do you want?’ They answered, ‘Rabbi’ 
– which means Teacher – ‘where do you live?’ 
‘Come and see’ he replied; so they went and 
saw where he lived, and stayed with him the 
rest of that day. It was about the tenth hour.
 One of these two who became followers of 
Jesus after hearing what John had said was 
Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter. Early 
next morning, Andrew met his brother and 
said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ – 
which means the Christ – and he took Simon 
to Jesus. Jesus looked hard at him and said, 
‘You are Simon son of John; you are to be 
called Cephas’ – meaning Rock. 

 The Gospel of the Lord.

R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, / 
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, / 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, / 
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and 
was buried; / he descended into hell; / 
on the third day he rose again from 
the dead; / he ascended into heaven, / 
and is seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty; / from there he 
will come to judge the living and the 
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the 
holy catholic Church, / the communion 
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, / 
the resurrection of the body, / and life 
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
After the priest raises the paten with the bread 
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to 
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.
P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that 
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to 
God, the almighty Father.
R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at 
your hands for the praise and glory of his 

name, for our good and the good of all 
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
P. Grant us, O Lord, we pray, that we may 
participate worthily in these mysteries, for 
whenever the memorial of this sacrifice is 
celebrated the work of our redemption is 
accomplished. Through Christ our Lord. 
R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE I-VIII OF THE SUNDAYS  
IN ORDINARY TIME
After the Preface, we sing or say: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
P. The mystery of faith.
All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection  
until you come again.

COMMUNION RITE
P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by 
divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven …
P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray…
All: For the kingdom, the power and the 
glory are yours now and for ever.
P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said…
R. Amen.
P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.
P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins 
of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of 
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who 
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are 
those called to the supper of the Lamb.
R. Lord, I am not worthy that you should 
enter under my roof, but only say the 
word and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Ps 22: 5

You have prepared a table before me, 
and how precious is the chalice that 
quenches my thirst.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P. Pour on us, O Lord, the Spirit of your love, 
and in your kindness make those you have 

nourished by this one heavenly Bread one in 
mind and heart. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen

THE CONCLUDING RITES
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. May almighty God bless you, 
the Father, and the Son,  and the Holy 
Spirit.
R. Amen.
P. Go forth, the Mass is ended.
R. Thanks be to God.


